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DECLARATION. 
Shewing he RE of this | preſent Inviſion, for 
- the Defence of the'Proteſtant Religion, and 


- berties of the Kingdom of Scotland. | 


T is both certain and evident to all Men, That the 
Publick Peace and Happineſs ' of any State or King- 
dom cannot be preſerved, where the Laws, Liber- 
ties and Cuſtoms eftabliſhed; by the Lawful Autho- 
rity in it, are openly tranſgreſſed' and annull'd - 

More eſpecially where the Alteration of Rel;gipn is endea- 

voured, -and that-a Religion, which is contrary to Law, 

is endeavoured to'be introduced : Upon which thoſe who 
are moſt immediately concerned in it, are indiſpenſably 
bound,to endeavour to preſerve and maintain the Eſtabliſhed 

Laws, Liberties and Cuſtomes ; and above all the Rel/zgion 

and Worſhip of God, that is eſtabliſhed among them: : [And 

to take ſuch an effeQtual Care, that*the Inhabitants of the 
ſaid State or Kingdom, may neither be deprived of their 
A Religion, 
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Religion, nor of their Civil Rights; which is ſo much 
the more neceſſary, becaul= the Greatneſs and Security both 


of Kings, Royal Families, and of all ſuch as are in Au- 


thority, as well as the Happigeſs of their SubjeQts and Peo- 
ple depend, in a moſt eſpecial manner,” upon the exa& 
obſervation and maintenance of theſe their Lives, Liber- 
ties and Cuſtoms. | 


' Upon theſe Grounds it is that we cannot any longer for-- 


bear to declare, That to our great regret, we ſee that thoſe 
Councellors, who have now the chief Credit with the King, 


Realms, and ſubjefted them in all things relating to their 
Conſciences, Liberties and Properties, to Arbitrary Govern- 
ment ; and that not only by ſecret and indiret Ways, but 
in an open and undiſgutied manner.. 

'The Deplorable Conſequences of 4rbitary Power, and of 
Pernicious Counſels,. are 10 manifeſt jn- the deplorable State 
of the Kingdom of Scorland, that Our:Reaſon and Our Con- 
ſcience_inducte. us to abhorr them... Therefore when We 
conſider the Miſery to which this Nation is reduced, which 
notwithſtanding Latch always had ſuch AftQion. to the 


Royal Family, which hath been governed for many Ages 


by Laws made by. the Authority. of their Kings , and the 


States of their Country, . and their ordinary. Cuſtoms, is 


at this day reduced by the Methods which have been taken 
to change the Legal Conſtitution of Monarchy, into a 
Deſporick and Arbitrary Power ;, We ſee plainly that this 


isbrought about by.the Condudt of thoſe Councellors, who. 


exerciſe their Authority by premeditated and formal Decla- 
rations, which they publiſh, unparting that the King is 
an Abſolute. Monarch, who muſt be. obeyed in all things, 
and. without reſerve ;. to. the end that by this means they 
may introdyce what Religion they think fit, without gi- 
ving themſelves the trouble of conſidering the Necolicy 

| 0 


{ 


have overturned the Religion, Laws and Liberties-of thoſe | 
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-of the Conſent of the Nation repreſented by their Eftates 
Aſſembled in Parliament. Seeing therefore we eould mot 


but be ſentibly touched with theſe Miferies, We have 


thought upon a proper Remedy to fatisfe the Expectation 


of Honeſt Men, and all true Proteſtants. This is the 


great Aﬀair that we have propos'd ini this Expedition, the 


Equity whereof will appear to all the. World, when what 
has been done by theſe wicked Counceliors ſhall be exa- 
mined narrowly, and without Prejudice. | 

*T'is therefore: Notorious, that the Laws, Privileges'and 
Rights of that Kingdom have been infringed, to'the'preat 
Prejudice of the King and People, feeidg the Foundations 
of Union have been undermined thereby. - The, Arbitrary 
Proceedings of a Privy Council unjuſt, and ſubverting the 
Laws, 1s no leſs manifeſt. _ ; 

Moreover, to the manifeſt Contempt'of the Eſtabliſhed 
Laws of the Kingdom, the Papiſts are intruded into the 
greateſtOffices, as well Civil as Military, and all the Forts 


and Magazines are entruſted to them. The Rights and 


Privileges of the Royal Boroughs, which make the 


third Eftate of the Conntry, and'who have as many De- 


puties as the Shires of the Kingdom, are: diminyſhed, The 
like Intrenchment is made upon their Free Ele&tion of their 
Magiſtrates, and their Councils, and that manifeſtly con- 
trary to their Charters Founded upon” their Laws, and a 
Poſſeſhon from time immemorial. AI this is done by an 
Arbitrary Power, - without giving them any Surhmons, 'or 
Juridical Proceedure. 8, | 

And whereas no Nation Whatſever can ſubfiſt without 


the Adminiſtration of good and impartial Juſtice, upon 


which Mens Lives, Liberties, Honours and Eftates :do 
depend ; thoſe Evil Councellors have' fubjeQted them toan 
Arbitrary and Deſpotick Power :: In the moft important 
Afﬀairs, they have ſtudied to diſcover before-hatd; (the O- 
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Ppinions of the Judges ; and have turned out ſuch,* as they 
found would . not conform themſelves to their In- 
tentions, and have put others in their Places, of whom 
they were. more aſſured , without having .any regard to 
their. Abilities. And they. have not-:ſtuck-to raiſe even 
profeſſed Papiſts, to. the Crurts of Judicature, notwith- 
ſtanding their Incapacity b. Law ; and that no regard is 
due to any Sentences flowii from them.. They have 
carried this ſo far, as to deprive ſuch Judges, who in the 
common Adminiftration of Juſtice, ſhewed that they were 
governed by their Conſciences, : and not by the DireCtions 
which the-others gave them.. _ By -which it is apparent, 
That they deſign to render ,themſelves the abſolute Ma- 
ſters.of the Lives, Honours, and Eſtates of the SubjeCts, 
of what Rank or Dignity ſoever they. may be ; and that 
without having any regard either 'to the Equity of the 
Cauſe, orto the Conſciences.of the Judges, whom they 
will have 'to ſubmit 1n all things, to their own. Will and 
Pleaſure, hoping by ſuch Ways to intimidate thoſe who 
are yet in Imploymenat,as alſo Cich others as they. ſhall think 
fit,. to put in the-Rooms of thoſe whom they - have turn- 
ed out, and to make them ſee what they muſt look for, if 
they ſhould at any time aCt in the leaſt contrary to their 
good-liking ; and that no failings of that kind, are pardon- 
ed.in any Perſons; whatſoever.. A great deal of Blood has 
been thed .1n many Places of the Kingdom by Judges:go- 
vern d-by:thoſe Evil Councellors; againſt all the Rules: and 
Forms of Law, without ſo much as ſuffering the Perſons 
that were accuſed to. plead in Fheir own Defence. They 
haye,turned out Judges, who according to Law, ſhould 
have beer cgntinued in- their Offices guring Life, if they 
diſcharged them Honeſtly, becauſe they 'would not. comply 
with their Deſigns ; -and; have put. in others, without ha- 
Vvipg any. regard to,their Abilities,. but only that they judg- 
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ed them to be of-a more complying Temper. Which is a 
plain Inſtance, that they wifl not ſtand to any Rule in 
Law. | | 
By the Direction of the ſame Councellors, they have 
ſerved themſelves of an Exorbitant Power, which impo- 
{eth Slaveries, and requires Oaths of whole Shires, .with- 


. out being Founded upon any Law, or Att of Parliament : | 


As the Quartering of Souldiers at their Difcretion, who 
as they have ſufficient Pay for their Suſtenance, ſo. the 
Kingdom 1s at double Charges, without any reaſon given 
for it. ; "Their Committing Gentlemen to Priſon, without 
declaring the Cauſe, but on the contrary forcing them to Ac- 
cuſe and give Evidence againſt themſelves, and Impoſing 
Fines according to their Pleaſure ; caulingloine for Year to 
deſart their Countries by virtue of their Intercommunings, 
founded on thoſe evil Pretences : They have fo generally 1n- 
volved every one1n this Danger, that the Councellors them- 
{elves could not be ſecure without having recourſe to a 
Pardon, or procuring themfigves to becxcepted, whillt in 
the meen while che Common-People lay-at their Diſcretion, 
They gave Power to the Officers and Private-Soldiers to 
commit upon many Subjects who lived 1n full Peace and 
Quietneſs, the greateſt of Barbarities, as to deſtroy them _ 

by Hanging, Killing and Drowning, without any Form, = 
of Proceſs, and without any. Reſpect had to Age or Sex, not 
oiving ſome 10 much time as to Pray to God, . and that. 
wichout any other Reaſon, ſave that they would not ſub- 
{cribe or anſwer to their Queſtions which they, propoſed to 
them without any Legal Authority, and againſt the com- 
mon Right of Men, which leaves-evyery one, a Liberty. 


' Not to reveal the Secrets of his, Thoughts. - Not to mention 


a great many other Violences and Oppreſſions, .. which 


this Diſtreſſed Nation has been expos'd to, without any,..,. 


aſſurance of ever ſeeing an-end of them, or being delivered 
from them. 'Theſgg:\** 
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Theſe Councellors' tomaintain and juſtifie their Arbitra- 


ry and Illegal Proceedings, have framed a Declaration which 
overturneth the Foundations of the Government, which 
violateth all theLaws, even the moſt Sacred, rendering the 
Parliament alrogether uſeleſs, depriving Religion of all its 
Fences, and taking away their Liberties and Properties, by 
an Abſolute Power which they have aſſumed to themſelves; 
whereby we ſee that they would be obeyed without re- 
ferve, and this ſort of Obedience of the Heart of a true 
Chriſtian belongeth to God alone, whoſeCommandments 
arealways Juſt and Good. 

Moreover theſe Councellors have made their laſt Efforts 
to aboliſh the Penal Laws, which exclude from all publick 
Places thoſe who are of the Popiſh Religion, becauſe they 
are {o oppolite to their Deſigns to eſtabliſh it. They have 
given Liberty of Conſcience to divers Proteſtants, but ſuch 
a Liberty as they cannot preſerve, but in fo far as they ſhall 
drudge it for the Aboliſhing of the Penal Laws, which are 
the only Bulworks of their RWgion. Beſides, divers Pro- 
teftants have a juſt Ground of miſtruſt, when they remem- 
ber how they have turned their Miniſters - out of their 
Churches by Hundreds, without Citing or Accuſing them, 
and that they have filled up their Places by Ignorant Perſons, 
of Scandalous Lives, and who have had a great hand in 
the preſent Miſeries under which this Country hath groan- 
edof a long time. The ſeveral Proteſtants therefore have 
little Reaſon to rely upon their preſent Tranquillity, teeing 
it is only founded upon a Proclamation, which may be 
Revoked at Pleaſure, and which was not ſo Advantageous 
to them in its Firſt and Second -Publication ; eſpecially if 

they. conſider that theſe great Cruelties, which we have 
mentioned above, were committed againſt. them a few 
Months before. | way 

But to Crown all, there are Great and Violent Preſum- 
| ptions, 
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ptions, inducing us to believe that thoſe Evil Councellars, 
in order to the carrying on of their il] Deſigns, and to the 
Gaining to themſelves the more- time for the EffeCting of 
them, for the Encouraging of their'Complices, and for the 
Diſcouraging of al Good'SubjeAs, have publiſhed, That 
the Qucex hath brought forth a Soz.; though there have 
appeared, both during the Queer”s pretended Bignels,and in 
the manner in which the Birth was managed, fo many juſt. 
and vifible Grounds of Suſpicion, that not only we our 
ſelves, but all the Good Subjects of thoſe Kingdoms, dove- 
hemently ſuſpe&, that the pretended Prince of Wales was 
not born by the Qzeex. And its notorioutly known to all 
the World, that many both doubted of the-Queen's Bigneſs, 
and of the Birth of the Child ; and yet there was not any 
one thing done to fatisfie them, or to put an End to their 
Doubts. t 
And fince Our Deareſt and moſt Entirely Beloved Con- 

fort, the Princeſs,. and likewiſe We Our -Selves, have ſo 
great an Jntereſt in this Matter, and ſuch a Right, as all 

the World knows, to theSucceffien to the Crown, which 

theſe Perſons have ſtained, by-interrupting and preventing 
the Lawful Succeſſors to the Crown, brought up by the 

fingular Providence of God in-the true Proteſtant Religion 

to bring ſome Relief to-theſe- Miſeries : We cannot there- 

fore excuſe Our felves-:from eſpouſing their Intereſts in a 

Matter of ſuch high Conſequence, and from Contributing 
all-that lies in Us for the Maintaining both of the Prote- 
teſtant Religion, and ofthe Laws and Liberties of thoſe 
Kingdoms, and for the Securing to them the continual. 
Enjoyment of all their Juſt Rights. | 

But that Our Deſign may be ſo Evident,” that none-may 

doubt or pretend Ignorance, to Exempr themſelves from: 
concurring with Us in fo Juſt a Deſign and Enterprize for 


| thegeneral Good of the Nation ;. We Declare, That it is Our: 
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Iatention to ProteQt the Kingdom from all Danger of Po- 
pery and Arbitrary Power for the future, and for Delive- 
rance from the Miſeries to which 1t is at this preſent ex- 
Poled, to Travel for the Etabliſhment of this Protection, 
and Deliverance by the Aſſiſtance of tlie Parliament, and 
that upon the moſt ſolid Foundations with reſpeC&t to their 
Religion, and for their Temporal Intersſts, to redreſs all 
by proper means, and 1n ſo effectual a manner, that they 
ſhall not fall again into thoſe. above-mentioned Calamities. 
Theſe are the true Cauics of our Enterp:1ze, as to what 
concerns this Nation. |. 

We therefore per{wade Our Selves that tne Eforts which 
we would make for the Deliverance of an Oppreſſed King- 
dom, that they will not only be taken in good part, but 
that rhey will be accommpanied with Univerſal Joy and 
Approbation, and likewiſe the Aſhitance of the whole Na- 
tion. That thoſe'who have been Inſtruments to introduce 
Slavery into this Nation may be made ſeniible of it, and 
Repent, to which they are obliged, both in ReſpeCt of 
God, and out of; Loye. tqatheirgountry, and ſhail with 
Juſtice ſuffer-the- Puniſhment of all the Evils which may 
attend them-for.not Diſcharging their Duty aright, 

Andas we repole all our Confidence in God alone, for the 
Succeſs of cur Arms, ſo: We hope that all good Men will 
pray fervently to God, that he will proſper our Deſigns with 
his Bleſſing,to the. end chat they may redound to the Glory 
of his Great Name, the Eftabliſhment of the Reformed 
Church, andthe Peace and common Good of this Kingdom. 


Given at Our Court at the W. H. P. O. 
_ Hague, Ottob. 1. 1688. | | 


Cc. HUTYGEMNS, 
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